PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

_ Hydrology is not always considered a science. Al
frecognized sciences however had their roots in practical
‘problems and gradually developed an “intellectual’ basis"
‘Practical hydrological problems: are.extremely severe in:
‘New Zealand and’ therefore. the development of the "science".
" has somehow 1agged bebkindi ' in many cases we are still T
. working with' empirical’ solutions while the theory and’ RS
,subsequent understanding and prediction is din its infancy.

; Understanding and training-in scientific hydrology--
fare” essential requirements for the development of the.
;intellectual bBasis and for the ‘maximum application of.
overseas findings, A massive amount of scientific
“hydrology is carried out: overseas, "especilally din'the .. g
U.8/A. and the U.IS.S.R{ but little of this work is- being- v
‘used in New' Zealand today oribeing investigated with an=_ij
“aim to ‘adaptation for New Zealand conditions.
. ‘THe ‘development: of the” intellectual bhasis is the
_aim of . “the- New Zealand- Hydrological Society. The met%cds
= the: Society intends to 'follow will be restricted, in:the
“heginning;’ to ‘tHe publication of ‘a " Journal which- s
‘avdilable Ffor the’ promulgation’ of knowledge:on ‘hydrology:
in its widest conception. This, the first Journal, wili
givelyou a reasonable, albeit” meagre,'sample of what may
fbe expected in the” futurei ’
o SInt this’ issue are published moat of the addresses
jpresented ‘at the’ Hydrology Symposion, Annual Meteorological
QConference 1961.; Since no other suitahle channels are"
gevailable for the publication of- such information, the:
© Society: will aim “to-publish at least abstracts from such
imeetings so that related workers will be’ aware of what

:ﬂstimulate research into hydrology and to" induce’ a’ greater
ﬂ”application of hydrological methods and investigations

; '=1and management or. engineering schemes are- carried
any difficulties will' be: encountered and” the

: Y f the’intellectual: basis ' will be a' slow:
ﬁjprocess.; A formidable vet not unsurmountable task- liee
;fahead'" but the spirit of unselfishness and: co—operation
cakr preeent provailing among those associated with s :
thdrclogy cannotfail to produce’ results.’ G
L i The formation of the Society has been a culminationﬂ"_
 of ‘many hopes, but culmination must not lead to stagnation
{ RatHer than stop at a plateau of effort  and thought,:
_members should’: always be. looking up to the next: steep =
‘'rise so that the Society is always dynamic and there is:
“a“constant’ increase:in knowledge and a spontaneous flow

i pf ideas — such that: other bodies interested in hydrology
=fwi11 c&tch a. spark.
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